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Introduction 

James 1:22 (WEBBE): 22 But be doers of the word, and not 

only hearers, deluding your own selves. 

 CAME TO THE REALISATION THIS YEAR THAT I HAVE 

something to share. I have been listening to and reading teachings 

from various ministries for years. All of them have been great and have 

built me up to the point where I am now. Then one day I asked God 

what to listen to next, and the answer was “write it yourself”.  

And so I embarked on the journey of writing a blog post every 

week. You can find the latest posts here: 

 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith 

 

The pages of this document contain the posts for 2016, in 

chronological order. 

 I would like to acknowledge the public domain resources that 

I have used in the creation of the blog. First a big thanks to the World 

English Bible British Edition (https://ebible.org/webbe/index.htm) 

that I quote throughout the text. Many modern Bible translations are 

copyrighted, but not the WEBBE! 

 I use e-Sword (http://www.e-sword.net/), especially for 

looking up the original Greek and Hebrew words and their meanings. 

Thanks to Rick Meyers for making this application available to the 

world for free! 

Thanks also to Freely Photos – FREE Christian stock 

photography (http://freelyphotos.com/). Some of the photos, 

especially in the earlier posts, are from this great source of public 

domain images. The remaining ones are my own photos. 

Thank you very much to every one of my readers, especially 

for all the encouraging feedback that I have received from you! 

 

Hermien Pellissier 

26 December 2016  

I 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith
https://ebible.org/webbe/index.htm
http://www.e-sword.net/
http://freelyphotos.com/
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Posted on July 14, 2016 

Against Fear 
 

 
 

Y NAME IS HERMIEN PELLISSIER AND I AM A CHILD OF GOD, 

living in South Africa. I have been a Christian since I can 

remember. But over the last few years I have really started to know 

the Lord, to understand what He made possible for us. In this blog I 

want to share with you the insights that I have gained so far. I have no 

doubt that I still have much more to discover. But what I already know, 

I make available to you! 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (WEBBE): 16Every Scripture is God-

breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

M 
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correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 17that each 

person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

I will soon put together a list of the books and teachings that have 

shaped my views over time. I am grateful to all the people that have 

made my journey easier by teaching what they know! They saved me 

years of study! But remember, whatever you read here or anywhere 

else, measure it against the Bible - that is the only authoritative source! 

The Scripture that is currently very central in my life is 2 

Timothy 1:7. That is also where the title of the blog comes from. 

2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

This single verse contains so much. Read it again, slowly. Think about 

each word. Then read the full chapter to see the context (you can find 

the World English Bible British Edition chapter here). 

The first time this verse really came to life for me, the 

emphasis was on the first part – “God didn’t give us a spirit of fear”. I 

was on my way to minister to a friend when the devil tried to scare me 

into not doing God’s will. And honestly at first that strategy was 

working - I was literally getting petrified. Scenarios played out in my 

mind, each worse than the one before. And then this scripture came to 

mind. Fear is NOT from God! Of course He can warn us about danger, 

but it will NOT be accompanied by paralysing dread! And so I was 

able to speak this Scripture and break the hold of fear. 

 That day I realised that fear is ever-present in the lives of most 

people, Christians included. We are afraid of not being accepted. We 

are afraid of being poor. We are afraid of missing out on the fun 

activities in life. We are afraid for our safety. The list goes on... it 

seems like each person can be fearful of something different. But none 

of these fears are from God. That is the enemy trying to distract us 

from living the life that Jesus made possible for us! 

  

https://ebible.org/webbe/2TI01.htm
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Psalm 46:1-2 (WEBBE): 
1God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we won’t be afraid, though the earth changes, 

though the mountains are shaken into the heart of the seas; 
3though its waters roar and are troubled, 

though the mountains tremble with their swelling. 

Read the rest of Psalm 46 here. 

 Do you believe, REALLY believe so that it becomes a part of 

you, that God can be your refuge in all circumstances? Then fear will 

have no hold over you! 

  

https://ebible.org/webbe/PSA046.htm
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Posted on July 22, 2016 

Power 
 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

AST WEEK WE STARTED LOOKING AT THE VERSE  

that is the main theme for this blog at the moment: 2 Timothy 

1:7. The focus was on the first part of the verse – the fact that fear is 

not from God. 

In the rest of the verse, we see that God did give us not just 

one but three things instead: power, love and self-control. So much 

can be said about each of these. I intended to write about self-control 

L 



8 

 

first. But then God showed me that the original order of the words in 

the verse is significant. So, lets start with power. 

The Greek word for power in this verse is δυν́αμις (dunamis). 

It is ability power – the power to do something. So I did a search for 

δύναμις, and I found a verse that explains when this ability power was 

made available. These are the words of Jesus just before He was taken 

up into Heaven: 

Acts 1:7-8 (WEBBE): 7He said to them, “It isn’t for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has set within his 

own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you. You will be witnesses to me in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost 

parts of the earth.” 

On the day of the Pentecost this promise was fulfilled, and the people 

gathered together were filled with the Holy Spirit (read Acts 2). Notice 

that there was no end date in that promise, no “the power will only last 

for the next year” or anything like that. 

Was the indwelling of the Holy Spirit meant ONLY for those 

present on the day of the Pentecost? Certainly not! In his first letter to 

the assembly in Corinth (which is located in Greece), Paul wrote these 

words: 

1 Corinthians 3:16 (WEBBE): 16Don’t you know that you 

are a temple of God, and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 

Yet people have somehow become convinced that this ability power 

is no longer for today. I have asked God for a scripture that specifically 

deals with this. And then recently I received a very powerful and 

specific scripture: 2 Timothy 3:5. 

In this case, the context is quite important, so I am quoting 

first five verses of that chapter. The heading in the King James Version 

is “Godlessness in the Last Days”. Don’t become so disheartened 

about society as you read these verses that you miss the important part 

in verse 5. 

http://ebible.org/be/ACT02.htm
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2 Timothy 3:1-5 (WEBBE): 1But know this: that in the last 

days, grievous times will come. 2For men will be lovers of 

self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3without natural 

affection, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 

fierce, not lovers of good, 4traitors, headstrong, conceited, 

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5holding a 

form of godliness, but having denied its power. Turn away 

from these, also. 

I am sure as you read these verses, you were nodding your head all the 

way to the end of verse 4. You could probably name numerous public 

figures and personal acquaintances that match each of these traits. Yes, 

we must be in the last days, this sounds so familiar! 

But then in verse 5 Paul adds to the list people “holding a form 

of godliness, but having denied its power” (δυν́αμις). I was stunned 

when I first read this! How did we as a society arrive at the conclusion 

that Christianity without power is the norm and perfectly acceptable? 

John 14:12 (WEBBE): Most certainly I tell you, he who 

believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to my 

Father. 

All the wonderful promises in the New Testament remain as true for 

believers today as for the early church. If only we would grab hold of 

them and act on them! 
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Posted on July 28, 2016 

God is Love 
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2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

OVE IS A VERY LARGE AND IMPORTANT SUBJECT. 

Many books have been written about it (besides the Bible which 

is about the God that is love). Unexpectedly this has been a difficult 

subject for me to write about, because there are sooooo many 

scriptures about love. It feels like if I start writing, I will have to quote 

half of the Bible! Only after much prayer and listening am I now at a 

place to share this specific message with you. 

John 3:16 (WEBBE): 16For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish, but have eternal life. 

The Greek word in John 3:16 is the verb form of ἀγάπη (agapē), which 

is the word for love in 2 Timothy 1:7. The same kind of love that 

prompted God to give His Son for us is the kind of love that we now 

have. Lets explore the connection between all these things as 

described beautifully in 1 John 4. 

1 John 4:13-15 (WEBBE): 13By this we know that we remain 

in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14We have seen and testify that the Father has sent 

the Son as the Saviour of the world. 15Whoever confesses 

that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him, and he in 

God. 

Jesus came to the earth because God loved us so much. Because of His 

sacrifice, our relationship with God was restored and we can remain 

in God and God in us. 

1 John 4:16-17 (WEBBE): 16We know and have believed the 

love which God has for us. God is love, and he who remains 

in love remains in God, and God remains in him. 17In this 

love has been made perfect amongst us, that we may have 

L 
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boldness in the day of judgement, because as he is, even so 

we are in this world. 

If we really are as He is in this world, that means that we also should 

be love! 

1 John 4:18-19 (WEBBE): 18There is no fear in love; but 

perfect love casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He 

who fears is not made perfect in love. 19We love him, 

because he first loved us. 

God loved us first, long before we were even born. When we got 

saved, we became a new creation and that is why we can love Him in 

return. 

1 John 4:21-22 (WEBBE): 20If a man says, “I love God,” 

and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love 

his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom 

he has not seen? 21This commandment we have from him, 

that he who loves God should also love his brother. 

The more we renew our minds to be like the mind of Christ (see 

Romans 12:2), the more our lives will resemble Christ. If we really 

walk with God and is filled to the brim with Him, then His love will 

permeate all aspects of our lives. And then loving your brother is easy, 

because you will naturally see people through the loving eyes of Jesus. 
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Posted on August 4, 2016 

A Sound Mind 
 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

HE GREEK WORD THAT IS TRANSLATED HERE WITH 

self-control is σωφρονισμος́ (sōphronismos), which is translated 

as “a sound mind” in the King James Version. Thayer’s Greek 

Definitions defines the word as follows: 

1) an admonishing or calling to soundness of mind, to 

moderation and self-control 

2) self-control, moderation 

I love studying the Bible, because there is always confirmation and 

elaboration on any topic that you can think of. So lets go to Isaiah, to 

see what he prophesied hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth: 

T 
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Isaiah 26:3 (KJV): Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 

whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

“Perfect peace” sounds to me like a very good opposite for fear! Now 

the question is how to we get this perfect peace? By keeping our minds 

focused on God. 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes about the topic of 

renewing your mind. He starts off by describing the opposite – what 

an unrenewed mind is like. 

Ephesians 4:17-19 (WEBBE): 17This I say therefore, and 

testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest of the 

Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18being 

darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of 

God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 

hardening of their hearts. 19They, having become callous, 

gave themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with 

greediness. 

Not having a renewed mind results in being “alienated from the life of 

God”. And then the temptations of the world take over. And fear starts 

to play a larger role than God. 

Ephesians 4:20-24 (WEBBE): 20But you didn’t learn Christ 

that way, 21if indeed you heard him, and were taught in him, 

even as truth is in Jesus: 22that you put away, as concerning 

your former way of life, the old man that grows corrupt after 

the lusts of deceit, 23and that you be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, 24and put on the new man, who in the likeness of 

God has been created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

Here Paul writes how the Ephesians “put on the new man”. Note that 

this is an active verb – it is something that they did. Lets look at what 

James wrote about doing: 

James 1:22-25 (WEBBE): 22But be doers of the word, and 

not only hearers, deluding your own selves. 23For if anyone 
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is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

looking at his natural face in a mirror; 24for he sees himself, 

and goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man 

he was. 25But he who looks into the perfect law of freedom 

and continues, not being a hearer who forgets, but a doer of 

the work, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

Just like the Ephesians, we should decide to renew our minds and 

actively do something about it. We should fill our minds and hearts 

with the Word of God, and then do the Word. That way we will be 

connected to the life of God! 
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Posted on August 11, 2016 

Mystery Revealed 
 

 
 

OD CREATED HUMANS FOR FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. 

He walked and talked with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 

until the fall. At that moment Adam and Eve hid themselves from God, 

and man and God were separated. The effect of this event was that all 

through the Old Testament (under the Old Covenant), the priests and 

prophets were intermediaries between God and people. The normal 

people certainly couldn’t know God’s thoughts, because of this 

separation. 

But God had a plan to restore us to Him all along! Lets see 

what Paul wrote to the Corinthians. 

G 
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1 Corinthians 2:6-9 (WEBBE): 6We speak wisdom, 

however, amongst those who are full grown, yet a wisdom 

not of this world nor of the rulers of this world who are 

coming to nothing. 7But we speak God’s wisdom in a 

mystery, the wisdom that has been hidden, which God 

foreordained before the worlds for our glory, 8which none 

of the rulers of this world has known. For had they known 

it, they wouldn’t have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But as it 

is written, 

“Things which an eye didn’t see, and an ear didn’t hear, 

which didn’t enter into the heart of man, 

these God has prepared for those who love him.” 

The scripture by Paul quoted in verse 9 is from Isaiah 64:4 – written 

by an Old Testament prophet. At that time, nobody knew yet the extent 

of what God was planning. Paul even says that if the rulers of Jesus’ 

time knew what the effect would be, they would never have crucified 

Him! 

1 Corinthians 2:10-12 (WEBBE): 10But to us, God revealed 

them through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, 

yes, the deep things of God. 11For who amongst men knows 

the things of a man, except the spirit of the man, which is in 

him? Even so, no one knows the things of God, except God’s 

Spirit. 12But we received not the spirit of the world, but the 

Spirit which is from God, that we might know the things that 

were freely given to us by God. 

Verse 10 starts with “but” – this indicates that whatever comes before 

will no longer stand true. Nobody knew before, “But to us, God 

revealed them through the Spirit”. Jesus went to Heaven and sent the 

Holy Spirit to live in us. and by that Spirit, we can know ever since 

that day, the full riches of God’s plan for us! 

Luke 7:28: “For I tell you, amongst those who are born of 

women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
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Baptiser, yet he who is least in God’s Kingdom is greater 

than he.” 

These are in red letters – they are the words of Jesus! He was saying 

that John the Baptist was the greatest prophet up to that time, because 

He had the best message – that Jesus was coming and soon! That 

makes a lot of sense. But here is the part that can be difficult to grasp: 

the “least in God’s Kingdom is greater than he”. The least of us in 

God’s Kingdom after Jesus restored us to relationship with God, is 

greater than John the Baptist because we have God IN US! By the 

Spirit that lives in us, we can know Him! 

The last part of 1 Corinthians 2 elaborates on this: 

1 Corinthians 2:13-16 (WEBBE): 13We also speak these 

things, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches, but which 

the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 

spiritual things. 14Now the natural man doesn’t receive the 

things of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to him, and 

he can’t know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 15But he who is spiritual discerns all things, and 

he himself is judged by no one. 16 “For who has known the 

mind of the Lord, that he should instruct him?” But we have 

Christ’s mind. 

Again a “but” here in verse 16 – not knowing the mind of the Lord 

was the old state of affairs from the Old Covenant. Under the New 

Covenant, “we have Christ’s mind”! 
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Posted on August 18, 2016 

Friends of Jesus 
 

 

John 15:14-15 (WEBBE): 14You are my friends, if you do 

whatever I command you. 15No longer do I call you 

servants, for the servant doesn’t know what his lord does. 

But I have called you friends, for everything that I heard 

from my Father, I have made known to you. 

ESUS CAME TO EARTH TO RESTORE US TO INTIMATE 

relationship with Him. In John 15 He says that we are His friends. 

Think about this for a moment – the Almighty God wants us to have a 

close relationship with Him! 

J 
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Servants are in a kind of relationship with their masters, but 

there is a huge divide between them. Their masters expect them to 

follow their commands blindly, not sharing their thoughts and 

motives. Friendship is very different from that indeed. Jesus says here 

that he shared everything that He heard from the Father with us. He 

does give us commands, but in the context of a deep, caring 

relationship. 

Let us now go back a few verses to see what it is that Jesus 

commands us to do. 

John 15:12-13 (WEBBE): 12“This is my commandment, that 

you love one another, even as I have loved you. 13Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 

his friends. 

Jesus commands us to love one another. But He first loved us, so much 

so that He lay down His very life for us! He doesn’t expect us to 

blindly follow His command to love, but instead demonstrated that 

love to us first! 

Matthew 11:28-30 (WEBBE): 28“Come to me, all you who 

labour and are heavily burdened, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart; and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Jesus paid the difficult price, so that now our burden may be light! 
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Posted on August 25, 2016 

Identity 
 

 
 

HO AM I? THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL 

questions that human beings are trying to find an answer to. 

People find their identities in different facets of life – one person might 

respond “I am an engineer” while the next might say “I am a mother”. 

Imagine for a moment being a prince or princess in a royal 

family in the stories of old. Living in a big gorgeous castle, a room 

with the best view over the meadows, servants to take care of your 

every need, the palace guard there for your protection. Your father is 

the wise King and your mother the caring Queen. 

I am sure if you asked any of the royal children, the answer 

would first and foremost be “I am the princess!” With a hint of “How 

do you not know that?!”. The princess might be a talented musician 

too, but her being royalty is who she is. 

Romans 8:14-15 (WEBBE): 14For as many as are led by the 

Spirit of God, these are children of God. 15For you didn’t 

W 
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receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received 

the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

Read the verses again, slowly, paying attention to every single word! 

THIS IS YOU! 

We are orphans no longer. Now we are children of God, and 

we can call Him “Abba! Father!”. And if the King is our Father, that 

makes us royalty too! 

Our Father is the best kind of King imaginable – He is the God 

that IS love! 

1 John 4:8 (WEBBE): 8He who doesn’t love doesn’t know 

God, for God is love. 

Now if an earthly king would go to great lengths to protect his family, 

how much more would God stand with us in every situation? 

Romans 8:31 (WEBBE): 31What then shall we say about 

these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He 

who didn’t spare his own Son, but delivered him up for us 

all, how would he not also with him freely give us all things? 

I am a child of the Almighty God, and He loves me no matter what! 

This is who I am! 

  



23 

 

Posted on August 25, 2016 

Shake the dust off your feet 

Matthew 10:14 (WEBBE): 14Whoever doesn’t receive you, 

nor hear your words, as you go out of that house or that city, 

shake the dust off your feet. 

HESE ARE JESUS’ WORDS AS HE SENT OUT THE  

twelve. It sounds harsh, but this instruction is to protect those He 

sent from agonizing about not reaching somebody. Jesus knew it 

would happen back then, and it still happens today. Don’t get stuck on 

that one person that you can’t reach, becoming ineffective for the 

Kingdom by missing all the other opportunities that will come your 

way. 

  

T 
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Posted on August 30, 2016 

Be Bold! 
 

 
 

T IS NOT POPULAR THESE DAYS TO BE OPEN ABOUT 

being a Christian. In times past, it was the “in” thing to be. Maybe 

it still is in some places in the world today. But to proclaim to the 

whole world online that “I am a child of God” is frowned upon. Saying 

that “I am a Christian” provokes much criticism. 

There are certainly reasons why this shift happened, some of 

them quite valid. But I am not going to dwell on all the negative things 

that have brought us to this point. Instead I would like to look at what 

wisdom and encouragement the Bible has to offer for us today. 

I 
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Why do we even need wisdom and encouragement in this 

matter? I am not talking about physical persecution here, being thrown 

in jail or tortured or anything life threatening like that. I am “just” 

talking about not being popular. However, in the ever more connected 

world that we live in, this is a source of great fear. And fear paralyses 

one into NOT doing God’s will! 

Lets look at what Paul wrote to Timothy. In his first letter, we 

learn that Timothy was still quite young, and that this was why people 

were not taking him seriously. In fact, Paul puts it quite strongly – they 

“despised” his youth! 

1 Timothy 4:12 (WEBBE): Let no man despise your youth; 

but be an example to those who believe, in word, in your 

way of life, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity. 

I am sure that there must have been plenty of opportunities for 

Timothy to fear what people thought of him. To fear whether they 

would listen to him because he is still so young. In this second letter 

to Timothy, Paul wrote: 

2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

The Greek word that is translated as fear in this verse is δειλία (deilia). 

Here is the full definition according to Thayer’s Greek Definitions: 

1) timidity, fearfulness, cowardice 

Now lets see what Paul wrote next, which follows logically for him 

out of the idea that timidity and fear is NOT from God: 

2 Timothy 1:8-10 (WEBBE): 8Therefore don’t be ashamed 

of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but 

endure hardship for the Good News according to the power 

of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before 
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times eternal, 10but has now been revealed by the appearing 

of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and 

brought life and immortality to light through the Good 

News. 

Don’t be ashamed. Rather be bold, because we have received a spirit 

of “power, love, and self-control”. We have all that we need, not by 

our own works but by what Jesus did for us. 

Hebrews 13:5-6 (WEBBE): 5Be free from the love of money, 

content with such things as you have, for he has said, “I will 

in no way leave you, neither will I in any way forsake 

you.” 6So that with good courage we say, 

“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear. 

What can man do to me?” 

With God on our side, we don’t need to fear people or for that matter 

what they think of us! 

We have plenty of reasons already to not be ashamed or afraid. 

But if you are still not convinced that we should be bold, consider this. 

How would you feel if the person that you love the most in the world 

was too ashamed of you to introduce you to his/her friends? Do you 

think that is true love, or even love at all? 

Mark 8:38 (WEBBE): For whoever will be ashamed of me 

and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 

the Son of Man also will be ashamed of him, when he comes 

in his Father’s glory, with the holy angels.” 

How can we have an intimate relationship with Jesus and yet be so 

ashamed of Him that we won’t introduce Him to our friends? And how 

can we expect Him to then not be ashamed of us in turn? 

Matthew 5:14-16 (WEBBE): 14You are the light of the 

world. A city located on a hill can’t be hidden. 15Neither do 

you light a lamp, and put it under a measuring basket, but 

on a stand; and it shines to all who are in the house. 16Even 
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so, let your light shine before men; that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

Do not hide under a basked because you fear being unpopular! Instead, 

shine the light of the Lord boldly into the world! 
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Posted on September 8, 2016 

Love your Enemies 
 

 
 

OVING MY ENEMIES?! THIS SOUNDS LIKE ASKING  

too much! Loving my neighbour? Sure, some of the time I can 

manage that. But my enemies?! 

And yet that is exactly what Jesus tells us to do in the Sermon 

on the Mount: 

Matthew 5:44 (WEBBE): 44But I tell you, love your enemies, 

bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 

and pray for those who mistreat you and persecute you, 

Jesus doesn’t ask us to do anything that He didn’t do Himself. I think 

that the people that crucified Him can be considered enemies of Jesus. 

And at the moment when they mistreated Him the most severely, while 

He was hanging on the cross, He still prayed to the Father for their 

forgiveness. 

L 
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Luke 23:34 (WEBBE): 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 

for they don’t know what they are doing.” 

Dividing his garments amongst them, they cast lots. 

Let us consider the rest of the paragraph from Matthew 5: 

Matthew 5:45-48 (WEBBE): 45that you may be children of 

your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun to rise 

on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the 

unjust. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do 

you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 47If 

you only greet your friends, what more do you do than 

others? Don’t even the tax collectors do the 

same? 48Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father 

in heaven is perfect. 

We should represent Jesus in the world, always demonstrating His 

LOVE. Jesus died for EVERYBODY, to set them free from captivity 

by evil. Every single person you meet today was considered so 

valuable by God that He gave His only Son for him/her! 

Ephesians 6:12 (WEBBE): 12For our wrestling is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 

against the powers, against the world’s rulers of the 

darkness of this age, and against the spiritual forces of 

wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Our battle is not with people, but with the powers that oppress them. 

If we understand that, it becomes clear that our earthly “enemies” are 

in fact captives of evil that should be set free. We should be the hands 

of Jesus on the Earth for them! 

I will close with a quote from Curry Blake that sums up our 

position very well indeed: 

You are God’s son, man’s servant, and the devil’s master. – 

Curry Blake  

https://2centseach.wordpress.com/2012/01/20/quotes-from-curry-blake/
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Posted on September 13, 2016 

Challenge: Do Not Speak 

Negativity 
 

 
 

 HAVE A CHALLENGE FOR YOU! JUST FOR A FEW DAYS, 

try this: before you speak, take a moment to consider whether what 

you are about to say is positive or negative. Is it building up the person 

that you are speaking to, or is it destructive? Is it building faith or is it 

agreeing with the enemy’s strategy to make us fearful? Is it filled with 

love or with hate? What you are about to say can be absolutely true, 

and yet not contribute any good to the conversation. And if it is 

negative in any way, you have the choice NOT to say it after all, and 

I hope that you do make that choice! 

We are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14-16). But how can 

we be light if we keep on speaking darkness? 

I 



31 

 

Matthew 15:16-20 (WEBBE): 16So Jesus said, “Do you also 

still not understand? 17Don’t you understand that whatever 

goes into the mouth passes into the belly, and then out of the 

body? 18But the things which proceed out of the mouth come 

out of the heart, and they defile the man. 19For out of the 

heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual sins, 

thefts, false testimony, and blasphemies. 20These are the 

things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands 

doesn’t defile the man.” 

Jesus Himself said “the things which proceed out of the mouth come 

out of the heart”. Now I am sure we are all feeling quite comfortable 

that we don’t think and say the thoughts listed in verse 19. Those are 

quite extreme, right? But negative and hurtful and fearful words still 

come from the heart, and still indicates what is in our hearts that is not 

in line with God’s perfect plan for us. 

Paul and Timothy wrote to the Philippians what SHOULD be 

on our minds and in our hearts: 

Philippians 4:8-9 (WEBBE): 8Finally, brothers, whatever 

things are true, whatever things are honourable, whatever 

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 

are lovely, whatever things are of good report: if there is 

any virtue and if there is any praise, think about these 

things. 9The things which you learnt, received, heard, and 

saw in me: do these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you. 

If we fill our hearts with these good things, out of our mouths will flow 

only good: 

Ephesians 4:29 (WEBBE): 29Let no corrupt speech proceed 

out of your mouth, but only what is good for building others 

up as the need may be, that it may give grace to those who 

hear. 
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Not only does what you say reflect what is already in your heart, it 

also strengthens what is already there. As for me, I choose to fill my 

heart and mind and words with things “of good report”. I don’t always 

manage to stick to that decision, and sometimes I get drawn into the 

negative conversations around me like I did today. But I am thankful 

to God that I could find renewed wisdom in the Word! 

Some things are relatively easy to stop saying as soon as you 

are saved, the obvious things that would not fit in with being a 

Christian. But the more subtle negative and fearful things can take a 

long time indeed to even recognise. Hence my challenge to you to pay 

attention to what you speak! 
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Posted on September 22, 2016 

Do Not Worry 
 

 

Matthew 6:25a (WEBBE): 25Therefore I tell you, don’t be 

anxious for your life: 

ESUS HIMSELF TELLS US IN MATTHEW 6 THAT WE  

don’t have any reason to worry about anything in life. We all know 

this is good advice – worry just makes you miserable. And yet this is 

a really difficult thing to stop doing. 

So I have been thinking for a few days how to convey this idea 

to you in a meaningful way. It seems to me that this is one of those 

things where just having knowledge is not enough – you need to 

actually experience God’s provision before it becomes your reality. 

The big, meaningful life stories that people write books about to 

encourage others are examples of such experiences. And they are 

great. But for most of us leading ordinary, comfortable lives, God’s 

provision is so ever present that it fades into the background. 

J 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/09/22/do-not-worry/
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James 1:17 (WEBBE): 17Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom can be no variation, nor turning shadow. 

God is providing all the time – we just need to take notice again! 

People’s hearts are touched by different things, depending on 

where they are in their walk with God. So there are three different but 

related things I want to touch on, to reach as many people as possible. 

Or rather three questions that I would like to answer: Why did we not 

have to worry in the first place? What damage does worrying do? 

What practical steps can we take to get rid of the worries that we do 

have? 

WHY DID WE NOT HAVE TO WORRY IN THE FIRST PLACE? 

Lets continue reading in Matthew 6, to see how Jesus explained it. 

Matthew 6:25-26 (WEBBE): 25Therefore I tell you, don’t be 

anxious for your life: what you will eat, or what you will 

drink; nor yet for your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life 

more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26See the 

birds of the sky, that they don’t sow, neither do they reap, 

nor gather into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Aren’t you of much more value than they? 

Imagine for a moment how many wild birds there must be in the world 

right now. I did a quick Internet search, and the first answer I got is 

somewhere between 100 billion and 400 billion! The fact that God 

takes care of ALL of them gives us a little glimpse of what Omnipotent 

actually means. And if He takes such good care of the birds and the 

grass and the lilies, why ever would He not take care of the humans 

that He created after His own image? 

Matthew 6:27-30 (WEBBE): 27“Which of you, by being 

anxious, can add one moment on to his lifespan? 28Why are 

you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

http://www.arbotopia.com/how-many-birds-in-the-whole-wide-world/
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how they grow. They don’t toil, neither do they spin, 29yet I 

tell you that even Solomon in all his glory was not dressed 

like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today exists, and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, won’t he much more clothe you, you of little faith? 

 
 

I took this photo on my way home today. This little wild flower is 

blooming despite the drought in South Africa. And it is not by any 

means the only one – I spotted more than 10 different kinds of wild 

flowers! 

Matthew 6:31-32 (WEBBE): 31“Therefore don’t be anxious, 

saying, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will we drink?’ or, ‘With 

what will we be clothed?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all 

these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need 

all these things. 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2016/09/WP_20160923_12_35_58_Pro-001.jpg
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God knows that we “need all these things”. Will He give them to us 

though? Of course He will! Lets see how Paul explained it to the 

Romans: 

Romans 8:32 (WEBBE): 32He who didn’t spare his own Son, 

but delivered him up for us all, how would he not also with 

him freely give us all things? 

God is in control, and He loves us – we really do not need to worry! 

WHAT DAMAGE DOES WORRYING DO? 

This is a question with many answers. But the most important one is 

this: Worry distracts us from thinking about God’s Love and all the 

good things that He does provide for us. If you choose to spend your 

time on something, you are choosing for that thing but also choosing 

NOT to do some others during that same time. So if we choose to 

worry (yes, it really is a choice!), then we choose also to not spend that 

time in praise or prayer or whatever other thing that will build us up. 

Proverbs 12:25 (WEBBE):  
25Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, 

but a kind word makes it glad. 

This distraction is a tactic of the enemy to weigh our hearts down. 

While we worry, we are not out in the world bringing God’s love to 

everybody in earshot, as we should be doing. Instead, we are spreading 

that worry if we do in fact influence others. 

It can get even more severe than “just” being distracted 

though. You might have noticed that Matthew 6:25 starts with 

“Therefore”. So there must be something before that verse, which it 

follows on. Lets read the verse just before it: 

Matthew 6:24 (WEBBE): 24“No one can serve two masters, 

for either he will hate the one and love the other; or else he 

will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can’t serve 

both God and Mammon. 
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One can loose sight of the fact that God provides so completely that 

money becomes an idol that is worshiped instead of God. It sounds 

extreme, but remember anything that one loves more than God is an 

idol. 

So all that sounds pretty scary. But God always provides a 

way out! 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (WEBBE): 13No temptation has taken 

you except what is common to man. God is faithful, who will 

not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, but 

will with the temptation also make the way of escape, that 

you may be able to endure it. 

WHAT PRACTICAL STEPS CAN WE TAKE TO GET RID OF 

THE WORRIES THAT WE DO HAVE? 

Matthew 6:30 (WEBBE): 30But if God so clothes the grass 

of the field, which today exists, and tomorrow is thrown into 

the oven, won’t he much more clothe you, you of little faith? 

Jesus points our here that the problem is that we have too little faith. 

How do we get faith? 

Romans 1:17 (WEBBE): 17So faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God. 

If you have a room that is dark, how would you change that? Switch 

on a light, of course! You cannot shoo the the darkness out of the 

room, but the moment the light is turned on, the darkness is gone. If 

we fill our hearts and minds with the Word of God, then there is no 

space for anything negative. I am not talking of putting a little bit of 

God in a small corner of the mind that is only accessed on a Sunday 

morning. No, we should FILL our minds with the things of God. 

If you notice yourself worrying, you can DECIDE to stop 

doing so, and think on something praiseworthy instead. Read 

scripture. Listen (attentively!) to good Christian music. Best yet, 
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praise the Lord in prayer for all the good things that you HAVE 

ALREADY RECEIVED from Him. Put positive things into your heart 

instead of the worry! 

Matthew 6:33 (WEBBE): 33But seek first God’s Kingdom, 

and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 

Jesus said that instead of worrying we should “seek first God’s 

Kingdom, and his righteousness”. Seek is an action – we should 

actively be pursuing the things of His Kingdom. And then Jesus adds 

a promise: “all these things will be given to you as well”. Not some of 

them, and only maybe. No, “all these things will be given to you as 

well”. 
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Posted on September 30, 2016 

Joy! 
 

 
 

AKE A MOMENT TO THINK BACK TO THE MOST  

joyous moment in your life so far. Maybe it was your wedding 

day. Or the first time you set eyes on the Eiffel tower in Paris. Or 

maybe it was your first real encounter with God. No matter what you 

consider your most joyous moment, I think we can all agree that being 

joyful is one of the best experiences of human existence! And looking 

around us, people certainly go to great lengths to find that joy. 

1 Thessalonians 6:16 (WEBBE): 16Always rejoice. 

In the first letter to the Thessalonians we find this exhortation to 

rejoice… always. Lets first look at the Greek word for joy – χαίρω 

(chairō). According to Thayer’s Greek Definitions this word means: 

T 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/09/30/joy/
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1) to rejoice, be glad 

2) to rejoice exceedingly 

3) to be well, thrive 

4) in salutations, hail! 

5) at the beginning of letters: to give one greeting, salute 

That sounds pretty good! The difficult word in this verse is, however, 

the “always”. It is one of those absolutes that we find hard to actually 

believe. Paul cannot be serious, right? “Always”? Yes, “evermore” as 

the KJV translates it! 

Lets continue reading to see whether there is a hint of how we 

are supposed to be able to do this. 

1 Thessalonians 6:17-19 (WEBBE): 17Pray without 

ceasing. 18In everything give thanks, for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus towards you. 19Don’t quench the Spirit. 

That joy flows naturally from a close relationship with God. Always 

praying and giving thanks – not just on Sunday mornings but always. 

And also not quenching the Holy Spirit. The Greek word for quench 

here is σβέννυμι (sbennumi), according to Thayer’s Greek 

Definitions: 

1) to extinguish, quench 

1a) of fire or things on fire 

1a1) to be quenched, to go out 

1b) metaphorically to quench, to suppress, stifle 

1b1) of divine influence 

The Holy Spirit lives in us all the time, we should just stop and listen 

sometimes! Instead of drowning out that quiet voice inside us with 

worldly noise. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 (WEBBE): 16Don’t you know that you 

are a temple of God, and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 
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Still not convinced that a relationship with God’s Spirit that lives in us 

has an direct connection to having joy? 

Galatians 5:22 (WEBBE): 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,  

 

Romans 14:17 (WEBBE): 17for God’s Kingdom is not eating 

and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 (WEBBE): 6You became imitators of 

us and of the Lord, having received the word in much 

affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became 

an example to all who believe in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

The Holy Spirit brings joy! 

The question that remains is how we can practically have that 

joy despite what happens in our lives. I believe that Jesus’ words in 

Matthew 7 gives us the direction that we need: 

Matthew 7:7-11 (WEBBE): 7“Ask, and it will be given you. 

Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened for 

you. 8For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. 

To him who knocks it will be opened. 9Or who is there 

amongst you, who, if his son asks him for bread, will give 

him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, who will give him a 

serpent? 11If you then, being evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who 

is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

We should seek to have a relationship with God. Seek is an active 

word – we should pursue that relationship, not just sit back and let life 

drag us along. And if we seek God, He is true to His Word – we will 

find Him with all the good things that He intended for us, including 

perfect joy! 
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Posted on October 7, 2016 

God’s Character 
 

 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/10/07/gods-character/
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OD IS LOVE – THAT IS HIS CHARACTER. THE WHOLE 

Bible is about how God still loves us just as much despite all the 

many times that we have turned away from Him. His love is perfect 

and truly unconditional. 

1 John 4:16 (WEBBE): 16We know and have believed the 

love which God has for us. God is love, and he who remains 

in love remains in God, and God remains in him.  

 

1 John 4:18 (WEBBE): 18There is no fear in love; but perfect 

love casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He who 

fears is not made perfect in love. 

Anything that is motivated by fear is not from God, because it is 

contrary to His nature which is love. 

1 John 1:5 (WEBBE): 5This is the message which we have 

heard from him and announce to you, that God is light, and 

in him is no darkness at all. 

  

G 
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Posted on October 13, 2016 

Walk with God 
 

 

Colossians 2:6-7 (WEBBE): 6As therefore you received 

Christ Jesus, the Lord, walk in him, 7rooted and built up in 

him, and established in the faith, even as you were taught, 

abounding in it in thanksgiving. 

HE LONGER I WALK WITH GOD, THE MORE I REALISE 

how important it is that what we have with God is an intimate 

relationship. And just like any relationship, it requires an investment 

of time in order for it to grow! 

Imagine for a second that a friend introduces you to the love 

of your life one Saturday evening at a bowling alley. The perfect match 

for you, and you are so excited! Then after initial introductions, you 

all go your separate ways for a week. You go about your life as usual, 

like nothing has changed. You don’t call or message your loved one. 

And then exactly a week later, all three of you meet up again at the 

bowling alley, right where you knew they would both be waiting. Your 

friend tells you more about the character of your loved one. And at the 

T 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/10/13/walk-with-god/
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end of an hour or so, you sing a heartfelt love song to your beloved. 

And then you go about business as usual for another week… 

By now I am sure that you will agree that this description does 

not sound anything like normal human relationships. No 

communication surely indicates that it was in fact not love at first 

sight. Then why would there be a second meeting? Why is the 

relationship limited to a bowling alley? And why is the relationship 

not impacting everything else in life? Would this ever become a 

meaningful relationship? 

This is by no means a perfect analogy, but if you think about 

it there are similarities between this strange situation and how many 

people interact with God. They go to church once a week because they 

know that God will be waiting there. And then for the rest of the week 

they go about their business as usual. Never stopping for a second to 

speak to God or listen to His Word. 

Church is a place for us to recharge, to encourage each other, 

to learn and grow. And all of that is awesome and necessary! But we 

should not make another human being solely responsible for 

growing our relationship with God. It would be like relying on the 

friend in the story all the time to tell you more instead of actually 

talking to your beloved! 

So if you want to get to know God better, spend more time 

with Him on a regular basis! Lets look at some of the ways that we 

can spend that time. 

READING THE BIBLE 

God speaks to us through His Word. 

Romans 10:17 (WEBBE): 17So faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.  
 

Romans 12:2 (WEBBE): 2Don’t be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 

you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect 

will of God. 
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Renewing your mind takes time – you do it by putting a little bit of the 

Word into your mind every day. 

Philippians 4:8-9 (WEBBE): 8Finally, brothers, whatever 

things are true, whatever things are honourable, whatever 

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 

are lovely, whatever things are of good report: if there is 

any virtue and if there is any praise, think about these 

things. 9The things which you learnt, received, heard, and 

saw in me: do these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you. 

Paul wrote to the Philippians that thinking on the things of God will 

result in having His peace! 

LISTENING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Now that Jesus has paved the way, God also speaks to us directly 

through the Holy Spirit that lives in us. We must just stop and listen! 

John 14:26 (WEBBE): 26But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things, and will remind you of all that I said to you. 

Have a look at Andre Bronkhorst’s prophetic workshop for great 

information about listening to God’s voice (see the Teachings and 

Books page for links to the four parts of the workshop). 

PRAYER 

God is always listening – we can pray anytime, anywhere, and about 

anything. And in everything we should give thanks. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (WEBBE): 16Always 

rejoice. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give thanks, 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you.  

 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/teachings-and-books/
http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/teachings-and-books/
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Philippians 4:6 (WEBBE): 6In nothing be anxious, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God.  

 

James 5:16 (WEBBE): 16Confess your offences to one 

another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

The insistent prayer of a righteous person is powerfully 

effective. 

DO THE WORD 

James 1:22-25 (WEBBE): 22But be doers of the word, and 

not only hearers, deluding your own selves. 23For if anyone 

is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

looking at his natural face in a mirror; 24for he sees himself, 

and goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man 

he was. 25But he who looks into the perfect law of freedom 

and continues, not being a hearer who forgets, but a doer of 

the work, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

We should be doing what we learn from the Word. We should bring 

God’s love to other people. Seeing God at work in the lives of people 

around me has brought me closer to Him! 

IN CONCLUSION 

To get to know God better, we should make spending time with Him 

a priority! He lives in us every moment of every day, just waiting for 

us to make time in our busy schedules to notice Him. And if we seek 

Him, He is true to His Word – we will find Him! 

Matthew 7:7 (WEBBE): 7“Ask, and it will be given you. 

Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened for you. 
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Posted on October 21, 2016 

Gratitude 
 

 
 

 AM GRATEFUL FOR THE RAIN OVER THE PAST FEW  

days. I am grateful for the beautiful country that I live in. I am 

grateful to be surrounded by wonderful, caring people. The list goes 

on and on. You might be thinking at this point “yes, yes, all that is 

good, but…” and right there the enemy has gotten you to take your 

eyes off of God and His provision. 

The Oxford dictionary defines gratitude as “the quality of 

being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return 

kindness”. If you spend your time being thankful, focusing on what 

I 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/10/21/gratitude/
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you DO have, then you are NOT spending your time complaining 

about the things that you don’t have. Also notice that gratitude has an 

active aspect to it – showing appreciation and returning kindness. 

Wikipedia defines gratitude as “the proper, fitting or called-

for response to benefits or beneficence from a benefactor”. So lets see 

what the Bible says who our benefactor is. 

James 1:17 (WEBBE): 17Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom can be no variation, nor turning shadow. 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from God – not some of them, 

some of the time – every single one! All the things that we can so 

easily think we accomplished all on our own are actually from God 

too! And so it certainly is fitting that we be grateful towards God for 

all the many blessings that have already received! 

Tomas Merton adds that all these good gifts show us God’s love: 

“To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything 

He has given us – and He has given us everything. Every 

breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of 

existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces 

from Him. 

Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never 

unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder and 

to praise of the goodness of God. For the grateful person 

knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience. 

And that is what makes all the difference.” 

― Thomas Merton (from goodreads) 

What a beautiful description of what a life of gratitude is like! 

Lets look at what the Bible says about thanksgiving. Paul and 

Timothy says in their letter to the Philippians that when we ask God 

for the things that we need, it should be with thanksgiving. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gratitude
http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/gratitude?page=2
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Philippians 4:4-7 (WEBBE): 4Rejoice in the Lord always! 

Again I will say, “Rejoice!” 5Let your gentleness be known 

to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6In nothing be anxious, but 

in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

And in their letter to the Colossians, they say that we should walk with 

God, abounding in thanksgiving. 

Colossians 2:6-7 (WEBBE): 6As therefore you received 

Christ Jesus, the Lord, walk in him, 7rooted and built up in 

him, and established in the faith, even as you were taught, 

abounding in it in thanksgiving. 

Paul, Silvanus and Timothy adds in their first letter to the 

Thessalonians that giving thanks is God’s will for us. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (WEBBE): 16Always 

rejoice. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give thanks, 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you. 

In his first letter to Timothy, Paul says that God “richly provides us 

with everything to enjoy”. God wants us to enjoy the things that He 

gives us, and being grateful is the expression of that! And Paul also 

gives good advice to people that are rich: 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (WEBBE): 17Charge those who are rich 

in this present world that they not be arrogant, nor have 

their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on the living 

God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy; 18that 

they do good, that they be rich in good works, that they be 

ready to distribute, willing to share; 19laying up in store for 

themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that 

they may lay hold of eternal life. 
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I challenge you this week to spend a few minutes every day thanking 

God for the good things in life, showing your appreciation. Be specific 

– if you look for Blessings, you will find them! And whenever you 

realise that you are about to complain about something, think instead 

of something to be grateful for! 
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Posted on October 28, 2016 

Time 
 

 
 

 JUST DON’T HAVE THE TIME!” DOES THAT SOUND 

familiar at all? In today’s society, time is the one thing we never 

have enough of. There are just so many different demands on our time, 

and of course we each have only 24 hours per day. We envy previous 

generations for their much less complicated lives, in a time that was 

much less evil. But lets see what Paul wrote to the Ephesians: 

Ephesians 5:15-16 (WEBBE): 15Therefore watch carefully 

how you walk, not as unwise, but as wise, 16redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil. 

This was not a message just for the Ephesians either – we see the same 

thing in Colossians too: 

“I 
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Colossians 4:5 (WEBBE): 5Walk in wisdom towards those 

who are outside, redeeming the time. 

The Greek word for redeeming in both these verses is ἐξαγοράζω 

(exagorazō). According to Thayer’s Greek Definitions it means: 

1) to redeem 

1a) by payment of a price to recover from the power of 

another, to ransom, buy off 

1b) metaphorically of Christ freeing the elect from the 

dominion of the Mosaic Law at the price of his vicarious 

death 

2) to buy up, to buy up for one’s self, for one’s use 

2a) to make wise and sacred use of every opportunity for 

doing good, so that zeal and well doing are as it were the 

purchase money by which we make the time our own 

So even back in the days of the early church, making wise use of one’s 

time was important. 

I was recently listening to Curry Blake teaching on spiritual 

warfare. And the thing that really hit home for me was that one of the 

devil’s tactics is to steal our time. If we spend all of our time on 

worldly things, then we are not effective ambassadors for Christ on 

earth. And so our enemy works hard to ensure that there are always 

worldly things that seem more important or more fun than spending 

time with God. But we still have the choice – we can decide that God’s 

Kingdom is more important than anything else. And that we want to 

spend our most precious resource – time – first on that! 

Matthew 5:33 (WEBBE): 33But seek first God’s Kingdom, 

and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 

Now I am not saying that we should not enjoy the good things of the 

world. God created things such as good food and friendship for us to 
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enjoy after all. But our priorities must be right – God should 

ALWAYS come first. 

I challenge you this week to MAKE time for God, even if it is 

only 5 minutes every day. Do you really need to watch three hours of 

television, or can you actually spare a few minutes of that time to read 

God’s Word? Do you really have to spend two hours on social media, 

or can you spare 5 minutes to pray to God? Redeem your time! 
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Posted on November 4, 2016 

Rejoice! 
 

 

Philippians 4:4 (WEBBE): 4Rejoice in the Lord always! 

Again I will say, “Rejoice!”  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16 (WEBBE): 16Always rejoice.  

 

Psalm 9:2 (WEBBE): 2I will be glad and rejoice in you. 

I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

  

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/11/04/rejoice/
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Posted on November 11, 2016 

The Cure for Fear 
 

 
 

HE WORLD IS FULL OF UNCERTAINTY, THIS WEEK 

perhaps more so than in a long time. And this uncertainty causes T 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/11/11/the-cure-for-fear/
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a lot of speculation about what the future holds, usually ending in fear. 

How many despondent conversations have you had this week about 

the politics of a country that is not even your home? 

First we have to get rid of the fear in our own lives, because 

fear paralyses us. And then we can make a difference in this world! 

THE CURE FOR FEAR IS AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH 

THE ALMIGHTY GOD! 

God provides us with everything we need in life, including certainty. 

Hebrews 13:8 (WEBBE): 8Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. 

God gave us Scripture, so that we can have something that is reliable 

in an uncertain world. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (WEBBE): 16Every Scripture is God-

breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 17that each 

person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

So the first step in fighting back against fear in our own lives is to 

understand that Scripture contains the answers. Wait, fighting back? 

Yes! If somebody tried to enslave you in the physical world today, 

would you not fight back? The same thing applies in the Spiritual as 

well – our weapons are just different! 

The most important thing to remember is that this spirit of fear 

is NOT from God! 

2 Timothy 1:7 (WEBBE): 7For God didn’t give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power, love, and self-control. 

In his letter to the Romans, Paul goes even further… 
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Romans 8:15 (WEBBE): 15For you didn’t receive the spirit 

of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 

adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

The word for bondage in the Greek is δουλεία (douleia), defined by 

Thayer Greek Definitions as follows: 

1) slavery, bondage, the condition of a slave 

Jesus came to set the captives free! 

Luke 4:16-20 (WEBBE): 16He came to Nazareth, where he 

had been brought up. He entered, as was his custom, into 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to 

read. 17The book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. 

He opened the book, and found the place where it was 

written, 
18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 

poor. 

He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, 

to proclaim release to the captives, 

recovering of sight to the blind, 

to deliver those who are crushed, 
19and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
20He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on 

him. 21He began to tell them, “Today, this Scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Being enslaved by fear means that everything you do is motivated by 

fear. God’s plan for us is instead to be children of a loving Father. And 

in love there is no fear. 

1 John 4:18 (WEBBE): 18There is no fear in love; but perfect 

love casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He who 

fears is not made perfect in love. 
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Now this doesn’t mean that there will never be hardships in our lives. 

Even Paul was in need at times. 

Philippians 4:11-13 (WEBBE): 11Not that I speak because 

of lack, for I have learnt in whatever state I am, to be content 

in it. 12I know how to be humbled, and I also know how to 

abound. In everything and in all things I have learnt the 

secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both to abound and 

to be in need. 13I can do all things through Christ, who 

strengthens me. 

But God gives us the strength to do all things! 

KEEP YOUR EYES ON GOD 

Remember the time when Peter walked on the water? He did the 

miraculous, until fear overpowered him. 

Matthew 14:28-33 (WEBBE): 28Peter answered him and 

said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

waters.” 
29He said, “Come!”  

Peter stepped down from the boat, and walked on the waters 

to come to Jesus. 30But when he saw that the wind was 

strong, he was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

saying, “Lord, save me!”  
31Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of 

him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32When they got up into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33Those who were in the boat came and worshiped 

him, saying, “You are truly the Son of God!” 

Here we see the opposite of fear – faith! Notice that Jesus saved Peter 

immediately first, and then berated him for his doubt. The ideal is that 

we should have the faith to completely destroy fear ourselves. But God 

won’t let us drown if we can’t do it on our own! 
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PRACTICAL STEPS 

By now you are probably thinking “I know all of this already, but I am 

still afraid!” So here are some practical ideas. 

Scripture has a lot of power. When the devil tempted Jesus in 

the desert, Jesus told the devil “it is written”. So choose a verse such 

as 2 Timothy 1:7 and memorize it. And then in moments of fear, quote 

it! 

Another great antidote to fear is in my opinion praise and 

thanksgiving. Just like light makes darkness vanish, so praising God 

dispels fear and all other negative emotions. 

And the permanent solution to banishing the fear is to renew 

your mind to the mind of Christ. The more of the Word you put into 

your heart and mind, the easier it becomes to think like Jesus in all 

situations. The easier it is to know and really believe God’s fantastic 

promises for us! 

CHANGING THE WORLD 

Romans 12:21 (WEBBE): 21Don’t be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.  

 

Romans 8:19 (WEBBE): 19For the creation waits with eager 

expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 

Creation is waiting for us, the children of God, to make the difference! 

Imagine how different the world would be if all believers actually 

actively lived like Jesus! And Jesus himself said that we will be able 

to do the same and even more! 

John 14:12 (WEBBE): 12Most certainly I tell you, he who 

believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to my 

Father. 
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That is the kind of life that I want to live! Fear is one of the big 

obstacles in achieving that, since it paralyses us into not doing what 

we can and should be doing. So today I stand against the spirit of fear 

in this world. Fear, you are not welcome in our hearts, LEAVE in 

Jesus’ name! And I choose to live instead in power, love, and self-

control! 
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Posted on November 18, 2016 

Reject the enemy’s lies 
 

 
 

HE BIBLE IS FULL OF THE MOST WONDERFUL  

promises for believers. The answers to all of life’s problems can 

be found in those promises. But we have to first know what the Bible 

says about us, and then actually take God at His Word, believe that He 

means what He says! 

Lets look at one such promise as an example. 

John 14:12 (WEBBE): 12Most certainly I tell you, he who 

believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he 

T 
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will do greater works than these, because I am going to my 

Father. 

Notice the red letters – this is Jesus speaking. He starts the sentence 

with “most certainly” – quite the opposite of maybe. He is really sure 

about what He is going to say next! And then He says that “he who 

believes” will do even greater works than Jesus Himself! Are you a 

believer? Then Jesus is speaking about YOU! And Jesus says 

“he will do”, again not maybe, this is a certainty. This is a pretty huge 

promise! Jesus lived a life of miracles, and we get to do even more 

than that! 

This promise is right there in the Bible. And yet we find it 

very hard to believe because the devil has added on all kinds of little 

lies over the years. Lets see what Jesus says about the devil: 

John 8:43-44 (WEBBE): 43Why don’t you understand my 

speech? Because you can’t hear my word. 44You are of your 

father, the devil, and you want to do the desires of your 

father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and doesn’t 

stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 

speaks a lie, he speaks on his own; for he is a liar, and the 

father of lies. 

The best way to overcome the devil’s strategy of telling us (often very 

subtle) lies is to know the truth – know what the Bible says, and 

measure everything against that standard. Jesus didn’t add small print 

to His promise, stating something like “Valid for the next 100 years. 

While stocks last.” So if we are told that it was meant only for the early 

church, we can measure that statement against the Bible and clearly 

say that is NOT the truth. 

We have to realise that we are in a war between good and evil. 

And the devil would very much like us to believe the lies that would 

make us ineffective in that war. But God has everything we need to be 

effective – we just need to walk in that! 
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Ephesians 6:10-20 (WEBBE): 10Finally, be strong in the 

Lord, and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole 

armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. 12For our wrestling is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the principalities, against the 

powers, against the world’s rulers of the darkness of this 

age, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places. 13Therefore put on the whole armour of 

God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. 14Stand therefore, having the 

utility belt of truth buckled around your waist, and having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having fitted 

your feet with the preparation of the Good News of 

peace, 16above all, taking up the shield of faith, with which 

you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil 

one. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God; 18with all prayer and 

requests, praying at all times in the Spirit, and being 

watchful to this end in all perseverance and requests for all 

the saints: 19on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me 

in opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the Good News, 20for which I am an ambassador 

in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Condemnation and guilt are some of the devil’s weapons to distract 

us. (Read this article to see the difference between condemnation and 

conviction.) If the devil can get us stuck in the past, then we will miss 

much of what God has for us right now! 

Romans 8:1 (WEBBE): 1There is therefore now no 

condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who don’t 

walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

If there are things that you still feel guilty about from your past, lay 

them down at the feet of Jesus today. Really hand it over to Him, and 

ask God to fill that space with Peace and Love and His Presence 

http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/condemnation_conviction.php
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instead. And if the devil ever dares to bring those things up again, tell 

him that he has no right to torture you with what God no longer 

remembers! 

Hebrews 8:12 (WEBBE): 12For I will be merciful to their 

unrighteousness. 

I will remember their sins and lawless deeds no more. 
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Posted on November 28, 2016 

Redeeming the Time 
 

 
 

EADLINES. WE HAVE ALL FACED THEM. SOMETIMES 

we plan and work hard and get things done well in advance. But 

other times (more often than we would care to admit!) the deadline 

sneaks up on us until suddenly we have to re-organise our whole lives 

to make it happen tomorrow. And then the time that we give up is the 

time that we spend with God and with our loved ones. 

Last week I was working towards a deadline at my day job, 

and had to be at work extra days to get everything done. And so for 

the first time since I started this blog in July, I did not have the time in 

my week to write a proper blog entry. And on Saturday I did not have 

the energy to do more than just post a verse or two. Today, now that 

the deadline has been met, I suddenly had free time to do as I please. 

And I realised that this is the moment when wisdom is required. This 

is the moment when I have to choose to get back to spending time with 

D 
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God, or something worldly and ultimately not profitable will be there 

to fill the void. 

Ephesians 5:16 (WEBBE): 15Therefore watch carefully how 

you walk, not as unwise, but as wise, 16redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil. 

So I have learned two things. When we are under time pressure, we 

should seek refuge with God more than ever instead of giving up the 

time we spend with Him first. And when the pressure is off, and we 

suddenly have free time again, we should consciously make a decision 

to spend that time wisely! 
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Posted on December 8, 2016 

Everything is Spiritual 
 

 
 

N MODERN SOCIETY, WE OFTEN THINK OF OUR  

spiritual lives as being quite distinct from our normal, everyday 

lives. On a Sunday we go to church – that is when we are spiritual. 

Maybe once during the week we get together in a smaller group with 

other Christians. But the rest of the week – that is normal life, and we 

go about it as if we are of the world. Then we live according to worldly 

wisdom. 

Jesus himself said that we, the children of God, are not of this 

world anymore. 

John 17:16-18 (WEBBE): 16They are not of the world even 

as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in your truth. Your 

word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, even so I have 

sent them into the world. 

I 
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Instead of being of the world, we are now God’s temple. 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (WEBBE): 16Don’t you know that 

you are a temple of God, and that God’s Spirit lives in 

you? 17If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy 

him; for God’s temple is holy, which you are. 

So if the Holy Spirit lives in me, all of the time, that means that God 

is here inside me when I am baking a cake, or writing code, or cleaning 

the fish tank. Mmmm, it seems that actually everything is spiritual! 

Christmas is all about remembering what Jesus did for us. 

Coming to Earth as a human being was the first step in His plan for 

our redemption. But remember that your walk with God on Christmas 

day doesn’t end when you leave the morning service. God is still very 

much there during lunch with the family, and when doing the dishes 

afterwards! 

1 Corinthians 1:18 (WEBBE): 18For the word of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are dying, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

The gospel sounds like foolishness to the world, because it goes 

against everything that is known according to worldly wisdom. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (WEBBE): 17Therefore if anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed 

away. Behold, all things have become new. 18But all things 

are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus 

Christ, and gave to us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19namely, that God was in Christ reconciling 

the world to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, 

and having committed to us the word of reconciliation.  

 

Ephesians 4:20-24 (WEBBE): 20But you didn’t learn Christ 

that way, 21if indeed you heard him, and were taught in him, 

even as truth is in Jesus: 22that you put away, as concerning 
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your former way of life, the old man that grows corrupt after 

the lusts of deceit, 23and that you be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, 24and put on the new man, who in the likeness of 

God has been created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

Our spirits were made new when we got saved, but renewing the mind 

is a process that we should undertake after that. Paul writes to 

the believers in Ephesus that they should “put on the new man” and 

“be renewed in the spirit of your mind”. They were already saved 

when he wrote this to them! So our natural minds don’t agree with 

God’s Word, until we make the effort of renewing our minds. 

John 14:12 (WEBBE): 12Most certainly I tell you, he who 

believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to my 

Father. 

What Jesus did for us is not just for “one day”, it is not just so that 

when we die we don’t go to hell. Of course it includes that. But there 

is so much more – we are meant to live in a different way while we 

are still in the world (but not of the world). We are meant to make a 

difference, to do greater works than those of Jesus! 

Mark 7:13 (WEBBE): 13making void the word of God by 

your tradition, which you have handed down. You do many 

things like this.” 

Here is the scary part – it is in our ability to make that Word of God 

void in our own lives! If we turn away from the Word and act 

according to the traditions of men (and the “wisdom” of the world) 

instead, then we choose to not receive the fantastic promises that God 

has for us for today! 

1 John 4:1 (WEBBE) 1Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, 

but test the spirits, whether they are of God, because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 
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There are some traditions of men that are obviously counter to God’s 

will for us, and are destructive, and those are easy to dismiss. But the 

subtle lies are the really dangerous ones, and they can cause a great 

deal of unbelief. 

John 14:26 (WEBBE): 26But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things, and will remind you of all that I said to you. 

Lately, when somebody tells me something with great certainty and 

authority and seeming wisdom, sometimes I find my mind agreeing 

but my spirit saying “wait a minute, what?”. When that happens I 

know that the Holy Spirit is warning me, and I step back and measure 

what the person is saying to the Bible. It is a quiet voice, one that took 

me a long while to start paying attention to. Hopefully my writing this 

can help you to get there a little faster. 

My challenge to you this week is, whenever you hear 

something that you think is wise, take a moment to see whether it lines 

up with God’s Word. If you don’t have any specific scriptures to refer 

to, then ask yourself whether it measures up to the standard of Love – 

because God IS Love! You will be surprised by the results! 
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Posted on December 16, 2016 

Living like Jesus 
 

ESTERDAY WE DROVE FROM GAUTENG TO THE 

Western Cape for the holidays. And just before Three Sisters on 

the N1, we saw this wonderful scene. (“Lewe” is the Afrikaans word 

for life.) 

 

 
 

I have been wondering what the original author had in mind. Maybe 

“Jesus lives”? Jesus did overcome death, and now lives forever. 

Mark 16:9 (WEBBE): 9Now when he had risen early on the 

first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 

Y 
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from whom he had cast out seven demons.  

 

Hebrews 7:22-25 (WEBBE): 22By so much, Jesus has 

become the collateral of a better covenant. 23Many, indeed, 

have been made priests, because they are hindered from 

continuing by death. 24But he, because he lives forever, has 

his priesthood unchangeable. 25Therefore he is also able to 

save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 

him, seeing that he lives forever to make intercession for 

them. 

Or maybe “Jesus gives life”? Jesus Himself said that He came to give 

us life in abundance. 

John 10:7-10 (WEBBE): 7Jesus therefore said to them 

again, “Most certainly, I tell you, I am the sheep’s door. 8All 

who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

didn’t listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters in by 

me, he will be saved, and will go in and go out, and will find 

pasture. 10The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy. I 

came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly. 

But my favourite interpretation of what the author of on the hillside 

might have meant is this one: “Living like Jesus”. 

1 John 2:5-6 (WEBBE): 5But God’s love has most certainly 

been perfected in whoever keeps his word. This is how we 

know that we are in him: 6he who says he remains in him 

ought himself also to walk just like he walked.  

 

Philippians 2:5-7 (WEBBE): 5Have this in your mind, which 

was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, existing in the form of God, 

didn’t consider equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in 

the likeness of men. 
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Jesus was human when He was on Earth, so it makes sense that He 

can be our role model. 

John 5:19-20 (WEBBE): 19Jesus therefore answered 

them, “Most certainly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing of 

himself, but what he sees the Father doing. For whatever 

things he does, these the Son also does likewise. 20For the 

Father has affection for the Son, and shows him all things 

that he himself does. He will show him greater works than 

these, that you may marvel. 

Jesus did what He saw His Father doing. While He was human, He 

still walked in a very close relationship with the Father. 

Luke 4:1a (WEBBE): 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 

from the Jordan … 

Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit, just like we are today. So we 

have the same access to the Father and the Holy Spirit that Jesus did. 

And more, now that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father. 

John 14:12 (WEBBE): 12Most certainly I tell you, he who 

believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to my 

Father. 

Everything we need to walk like Jesus, every day of our lives, is in our 

grasp. We just need to believe the promises that God gave us in His 

Word, and act on them! 
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Posted on December 22, 2016 

Words 
 

 

Mark 11:22-26 (WEBBE): 22Jesus answered them, “Have 

faith in God. 23For most certainly I tell you, whoever may 

tell this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and 

doesn’t doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is 

happening; he shall have whatever he says. 24Therefore I 

tell you, all things whatever you pray and ask for, believe 

that you have received them, and you shall have 

them. 25Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone; so that your Father, who is in 

heaven, may also forgive you your transgressions. 26But if 

you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven 

forgive your transgressions.” 

HE WORDS THAT WE SPEAK HAVE POWER. JESUS  

said that what we speak in faith will happen, even big things like 

moving a mountain. 

T 
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Ephesians 4:23-24 (WEBBE): 23and that you be renewed in 

the spirit of your mind, 24and put on the new man, who in 

the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and 

holiness of truth. 

We are supposed to put on the new man, becoming like Jesus in every 

way. If our lives represent Jesus, then whatever we do or say will be 

in line with Love. Because God is Love. This doesn’t happen instantly 

though – renewing the mind is a continuous process. While we are still 

working on renewing our minds, we do have wonderful guidelines that 

we can live by, written by Paul to the Ephesians: 

Ephesians 4:29-32 (WEBBE): 29Let no corrupt speech 

proceed out of your mouth, but only what is good for 

building others up as the need may be, that it may give grace 

to those who hear. 30Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in 

whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all 

bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry, and slander be put away 

from you, with all malice. 32And be kind to one another, 

tender hearted, forgiving each other, just as God also in 

Christ forgave you. 

Our words have the power to build up or to break down – the choice 

is ours how we use that power! 
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Posted on December 26, 2016 

Looking Back 
 

 
 

ODAY I AM LOOKING BACK ON 2016, AND IT HAS BEEN 

fabulous. I am grateful to God for all the wonderful things that 

He gave me this year – all good things come from Him, after all. 

James 1:17 (WEBBE): 17Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom can be no variation, nor turning shadow. 

I am grateful for the sequence of events that prompted me to start 

writing this blog, and for the inspiration from the Holy Spirit every 

week. I am grateful for the many healings that I have seen this year. I 

am grateful to Jesus for His huge sacrifice that make it possible for me 

to live in relationship with Him. I am grateful for the scriptures that 

the Holy Spirit revealed in new ways to me this year. 

When you reflect on this year, focus on God’s faithfulness and 

His LOVE for you. You will soon start to notice a trend – God is with 

you every moment! 

T 

http://www.pellissier.co.za/faith/2016/12/26/looking-back/

